IJA #3077

Personal Correspondence, President of the Jewish Community
Baghdad, 1945-1949
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Controller of Frograming & Licensing ;
DG, I.
Iaghdad .

Baghdad €tk karch 194€,

Dear 8ir,

I have been asked by the Controller of '?braign
&xchang. through the Ottomean Bank Paghdad to approack
you with view to obtain the necessary Import lLicence
in respect of the transfer of {19.50. for purchasing
one copy of the Piographical Ecyclopedia of the World,
form tke U.S,A. for my personal use,. :i

Thanking you in anticipation,
fours “aitrfully.

- -‘ 2
Al o, PRISL o
o) G . Fresident
o ULl . i residen
- a i The Jewist Community
R‘u.ﬂ.
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Office of the Editor

THIRD EDITION

296 Broadway

WHO'S IMPORTANT IN LAW

WHO'S IMPORTANT IN LITERATURE

WHO'S IMPORTANT IN MEDICINE
+ WHO'S IMPORTANT IN Music

WHo's IMPORTANT IN RELIGION

WHO'S IMPORTANT IN SCIENCE

December 10, 19ﬁ5

Rgbbi Ehedoori H. E. Sassoon
President of Jew sh Community

Baghdad, Iraq.
Dear Rabbi Sassoon:

Your biography has been edited and is now sub-
mitted to you prior to publication of the Fourth
(1946) Edition of the BIOGRAPHICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF
THE WORLD, which records those persons in each
country whose achievements in their respective
fields are worthy of recognition.

Please go over this sketch carefully, making any
corrections or changes you desire, and then return
the proof to me with your personal signature of
approval,

Should you like to own 2 aoﬂw'of the forthcoming
volume, containing your biography and photograph,
reservation card 18 enclosed for your convenlence.

EDUCATION
ENGINEERING
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Soon To Be Published. .

Third (1945) Edition of the

BIOGRAPHICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA

CHURCHILL, Rt. Hon. WINSTON
LEONARD SPENCER, P.C,, C.H., F.R.S.,
Prime Minister of Great Britain; born
Nov. 30, 1874, Blenheim Palace, Oxford-
shire; son of Rt. Hon. Lord Randolph
and Jennie Jerome Churchill; descendant
of 1st Duke of Marlborough; educated at
Harrow and Sandhurst; married Clemen-
tine Hogier, 1908; four children—Diana,
Sarah, Randolph and Mary. Entered Brit-
ish- Army, 1885, serving with Spanish
Forces in Cuba, with the Malakand Field
Forces at operations in Bajaui (India),
with the Tirah Expeditionary Force
(India), and with the Nile Expeditionary
Force. During the South African War he
was present at the actions of Acton
Homes, Venter's Spruit, Hussar Hill, Cin-

Bize: 9L Smdde, 124 h. Beautifully
botim€ A 8 ; :
$25.00, o

SETALIN, Marshal JOSEF VISSARI-
ONOVICH, Premier of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics; born in Gori, Geor-
gian Province, Russia; educated at a
seminary for priests; married twice; now
& widower: a son—Vaseily and a daughter
——Svetlana. Became leader of the Marx-
ist group in Tiflis, 1897, and of the Party
Committee, 1800. Arrested in 1901 and
two years later was deported to North-
ern Siberia, but escaped. In 1908 he was
deported to Vologda Province, but again
escaped. Between periods of exile he at-
tended Party Congresses in Finland,
Stockholm and London, and edited news-
papers, including “Zveizda' and the chief
party organ, “Pravda.” Again deported
and on return to Petersburg he headed
the Bolshevik group in Duma (Czarist
Parliament). Secretary-General of the
Central Committee of the Communist
Party since 1922. Member of the Pres-
idium Executive Committee of the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics since 1925:
Commissar for Defense of the USS.R.
and Chairman, Union Council of People's
Commissars, since 1941. In 1934 the So-
viet Union joined the League of Nations
and began its ‘“‘Popular Front' policy,
adopting the principle of security against
the thrust of ‘“fascist aggression.” Out-

e T o N P S A S

TRUMAN, HARRY 8., President of the
United States of America; born May B8,
1884, on a farm near Lamar, Mo.; son of
John Anderson and Martha Ellen (Young)
Truman; attended public schools in Inde-
pendence, Mo.; Field Artillery School, Ft.
8ill, Okla., 1917-18; Kansas City School
of Law, 1923-25; married Bess Wallace,
June 28, 1919: one daughter—Mary Mar-
garet. President Truman began his career
in the mailing room of The Kansas City
Star, 1901; served as timekeeper for a
railroad contractor, 1902; with the Na-
tional Bank of Commerce and the Union
National Bank, Kansas City, 1903-05; op-
erated family farm, 1906-17. During PFirst
World War served as First Lieutenant,
Battery F, and Captain, Battery D, 129th
Field Artillery, 35th Division, U. 8. Army;
participated in Vosges operations, St.
Mihiel and Meuse-Argonne offensives, Aug.
18 to Nov, 11, 1918; discharged with rank
of Major, U.S.A.R.C., May 6, 1919; Colonel,
U.S.AR.C., since 1927, Judge, Jackson
County (Mo.) Court, 1922-24; Presiding
Judge, 1926-34. Elected to United States

Senate from Missouri, Nov. 6, 1934; re-{ ~

elected Nov. 5, 1840 for term expiring’
Jan. 3, 1947. Served as a Member of Sen-
ate Committees on Appropriations, En-
rolled Bills, Interstate Commerce, Mili-

THE BIOGRAPHICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE WORLD is not a
set of books, but one large, comprehensive volume, containing an au-
thentic record of the notable living men and women in every country.
The volume records the careers of the heads of all countries as well
as thousands of leaders in the fields of art, science, government,
religion, jurisprudence, medicine, education, musie, literature, com-
merce, engineering, and the outstanding military figures.

Designed to be the largest one-volume biographical encyclopedia
published and the only book to cover all countries with such
thoroughness, this volume is actually equivalent to twelve biographi-
cal publications recording the careers of outstanding persons in all
fields of endeavor. The complete volume comprises over 1,000 pages.

Published by
Institute for Research in Biography. Inc.

236 Brcadway

New York 7. N. Y.




¢ e - of subscribers to publications of the Institute : .
for ResedWgi iz 'aphy, Inc., 320 Broadway, New York 7, N. Y.: |

General Charles de Gaulle, Head of the Government of France
Avila Camacho, President of Mexico
Ismet Inonu, President of Turkey

#’
Farouk I, King of Egypt
\ Wladyslaw Rackiewicz, President of Poland (London)

Getulio D. Vargas, President of Brazil
Manuel Prado, President of Peru

Nawe in full Rabbi Khedoori Heskel Ezra sAssoon Enrique Penaranda, President of Bolivia

) i Fulgencio Batista, former President of Cuba
Present position title or professionm . President of the Jewish Community

Ricardo A. de la Guardia, President of Panama ; =5
General Isaias Medina Angarita, President of Venezuela

}_.._. :
fé,A\_f) Sergio Osmena, President of the Philippine Islands

Adress business or professional

City . Barhdad State. Irag General Anastasio Somoza, President of Nicaragua
K_sidence. Baghdad Dr. 0. W. Caldwell, Gen. Secy., American Assn. Advancement of Science
e 7 A Sir Richard A. Gregory, President, British Assn. Advancement of Science
Date of Birth. 1886 Place. Baghdad State. Irag : Sir Upendranath Brachmachari, President, Indian Science Congress
Nare of Parents. Heskel Ezra Simha Shimoon Nessim . Owen D. Young, Industrialist and Lawyer %
o [ ~ Bernard M. Baruch, Consultant, U. .S. Government—- : T
Education. Rabbinical Institute Baghdad : _ Henry Ford, Manufacturer s
Married Loulou ‘Shaul Toeg 1905 %  ;_Serge Koussevitzky, Conductor 25
3 y ‘ ] e, T , 1 Dr. ‘Edward -R. ‘Weidlein, Director .of the Mellon Institute
Childre Males:Saul Naji, Dr. Meir Haim, Salran Saleh )(fewalesa Victoria ; Wllliam Draper Lewis, Dlrector of e Mperichn Low Institute -
. & Marcelle) . Basil 0'Connor, Chairman of the American Red Cross ' G
b . ] . 1 f s Pr Garl Joachim Hambro, President, AsSembly of League of Natlons
n career as lMember Ecclesiastical Court 1919 Maxim M. Litvinoff, Soviet diplomat
8t Chronologivally all important business or professional positions Johan Nygaardsvold, Prime Minister of Norway

Ezequiel Padilla, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Mexico

"held from beghnning of career to present. Please mention dates. :
General Nuri As-Said, Prime Minister of Irag

President Kabbinical Counecil 1927 { Dr. Antonio De Oliveira Salazar, Prime Minister of Portugal .

- ! Paul-Henri Spaak, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Belgium s P ik s |
President Ecclesiastical Court 1927 4 \ Wei Tao-Ming, Chinese Ambassador to the United States
Chief Rabbi 1028 r\ Rodolfo Michels, Chilean Ambassador to the United States

- : Diogenes Escalante, Venezuelan Ambassador to the United States
President Jewish Cormmunity 1933 up to the present time. Myron C. Taylor, Ambassador to the Vatican
Walter Thurnheer, Swiss Minister to London
Rt. Hon. William M. Hughes, Attorney General of Australia
Algot F. J. Bagge, Judge of the Supreme Court of Sweden
Hon. Sam Rayburn, Speaker of the U. S. House of Representatives
inclusion! in the Biographical Epcyclopedia Of The World. Marquess of Linlithgow, former Viceroy of India

b | The Most Rev. Samuel A. Stritch, Catholic Archbishop of Chicago
Joseph S. Elkebir Rt. Hon. Viscount Weir, British industrialist
D'Alton C. Coleman, President, Canadian Pacific Railway
Lammot du Pont, Chairman of Board, E. I. duPont de Nemours & Co.
Ezequiel P. Paz, Director of "La Prensa" (newspaper), Buenos Aires
Vicente Lombardo T., President, Confederation of Latin-American Workers

fou may recommend the names of those whom you telieve to be eligible for

Ezra Menahem Daniel

Senate Mewber Lawyer.

Also Royal Society (London); Roval Library (Sweden); Library of Columbia

University:; Imperial Library (Government of Indgia); The New York Times,
; and numerous other Public Libraries, Colleges and Universities, News-
1‘% papers, Corporation Libraries, etc.
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* Childre Males:Saul Naji, Dr. Meir Haim, Salwan Saleh )(femalesH Vietor®

&ﬁ " . } .'. I . ;‘.;.?t*. : *
Name in full Rabddi Khedoori Heskel Ezra
Present position title or profession ,
Adress business or professional
City. Baghdad State. Iraq
R sidence. Baghdad

Date of Birth. 1886 Place. Baghdad State. Iraq

Name of Persnts. Heskel Ezra Simha Shimcon Nessim
Education. Rebbinical Institute Baghdad
Married Loulou Shaul Tocg 1205 ,

& Marcella)

gan career as liember Ecelesiastical Court 1919 '
Chronelogivally all important business or professional positio '
ield from beghnning of career to present. Flease mention dates.
President kabbimical Couneil 1927
resident Ecclesiastical Court 1927
hief Rabbi 1928
. P esident Jewish Community 1933 up to the present time.

You may recommend the names of those whom you believe to be eligible for
inclusiont in the Biographical Emcyclopedia Of The World.

Ezra Menahem Daniel Joserh S. Elkebir

Senate Member Lawyer.
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MPORTANT IN RE,
An Authentic Record of Religious Leaders,
Educators and Church Officials

[A Division of the BIOGRAPHICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE WORLD]
INSTITUTE FOR RESEARCH IN BIOGRAPHY
(Incorporated 1934

320 Broadway New York 7, N. Y.
[THERE IS NO OBLIGATION WHATEVER INVOLVED IN THE

SUBMISSION OF MATERIAL IN THIS QUESTIONNAIRE. ]
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You may recommend below two names of those whom you believe to be eligible for inclusion in
WHO'S IMPORTANT IN RELIGION,
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ublications comprising the
IIOG‘IIAPHIG:AL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE 'WORLD
WHO'S IMPORTANT IN THE ARMED FORCES
WHO'S IMPORTANT IN ART
WHO'S IMPORTANT IN BUSINESS
‘WHO'S IMPORTANT IN EDUCATION
WHC'S IMPORTANT IN ENGINEERING
y W WHO'S IMPORTANT IN GOVERNMENT
iy ! WHO'S IMPORTANT IN LAW
i WHO'S IMPORTANT IN LITERATURE
N WHO'S IMPORTANT IN MEDICINE
i d WHo's IMPORTANT IN Music
| WHO'S IMPORTANT IN RELIGION
WHO'S IMPORTANT IN SCIENCE

June 24, 19L6.

edh Gri' ?rel.

.' -Iwish Eemmw

I have the honor to inform you that your name 1s
_mm 1;‘ our compilation for 1947 of WHO'S

. .ﬂm& £111 out and ntum the enclosed brief
A% questionnaire., If time permits, I shall be glad
to mail a proof of your edited biograpby b&mro
?’ st - eing O press it

1

There 1s, of course, no obligation of any kind.

P.S. You may also send us one of your photographs.
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GRES:

BAGHDAD COLLEGE
S8AGHDAD, (RAQ June 13, 194,

\e\vi2e

Chief Rabbi Sasoon Khadouri
President of the Jewish Community
Baghdad
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Dear Friend:

I have the pleasure of
extending you an invitation to be present at
the Baghdad College exercises of graduation
and distribution of prizes to be held at the
King Faisal II Gardens on Tuesday, June 24,
at seven o'clock in the evening.

Respectfully,
" Joseph Comnell, S.Js
Principal PR )
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11th July, 1947.

M, King,.
8 The Comsul of The U.S.A.
f American Ewbassy,
‘; Dear Mr. King, O
? Iam writing in connection of Mr. Aboudi Setty, a lawyer f
4 and an outstanding personality in the Jewish Cowrunity here. Mr. Setty
. should be no stranger to you as only about 2 year and a half ago his

son and daughter emigrated to the United Staes. Iie still has two sons
¥ and three daughters who registered for emigration with you last December.
( Naturally they should await their turm but very unfortunately thejx
’ lost their mother about six months ago and were left practically without

care as their gran&mot.her and uncles with otter relatives are all in
r New-York.

] p Theréfore, you will appreciate that theirs is a special
case, calling for urgen"i consideration, May I venture to request you
! that perhaps you will find a way to accord them priority so that |
leave for The U. S. A, as early as possible and bte under prépar care |
receive good educaticn, It will te a tremendous kelp to an old man , _

P ——

5

enabling him to solve a very difficult family problem,

With best wishes and kind regurds, I remin,
fours faithfully,

—

\ ‘r*-‘-'-

_ ﬁu&ﬁj’ Y. -

| ]

oy ;. PRESIDENT
L) NS Sy, e ¢ o ,.n .:,, @ ol JEWISH COMKUNITY, BAGEDAD.,
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‘Professor H,R, Hamley,
Institute of Education,

ndon University,
s
b c:-r :
Dear Professor Hamley, :
It 1s a great pleasure to me to have the chanee of writing
you for the first time since departure, I hope both Mrs,
‘Hamley and you are keeping . :

This letter is to introduce to you my daughter Mrs, Vietoria

-'l_.. Nessim whom you have probably met in Baghdad, She is com

'mgandtoannulnrammmorthomsnlh I
ha t consul

3. L ou and aski: ou for assistance .
matter, she is %tzn safest hﬂsyuhna ms in forei;
L:-g, on your noble character that everything possible wil

you my blessings and best regards,
Thanking you in anticipaticn,

I take the rtunity of writing you this 1.*» send
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To Pie Restitude, The Chief Rabi,,

Your Beatitude,

to
' 98

¥

- cO

Baghdad,

Your Beatitude's sssistance over & simple and yet & pretiy delicate
matter and I hope

"soffair Sole Distributor,”

The purpose of my request for sn interview, is.to seek

hat it will not be denied to me, In that hope I beg
state that:~

In the year 1927, after considerable amount &4f trouble and expense
I had secured the Sole Agency of the Black and White cigarettes for
Iraq and Iren on most favoured terms and took .wiéh Nr Menashi Sofair
es & partner and Sole Distributor, :

In the szme year, however, myself and Muhami Yousif Ekias Effendy
had decided to open & drepery store jointly, for which purpose I had
purchased a considerable amount of goods from that ill-fated Dalton
Vase and Coy., As my misfortune would have it he suddenly died o
heat stroke, leaving me alone to carry on this work independant

All the hard cash that I had wee utilised in getiing fresh sup;
and thus was unable to shoulder the two burdemns, and juest &t thise
time as Vr Soffair well knowe thet my two locezl brother-in-lawshad
been giving me considersble amount of trouble for meking the said Mr

B

B

Waving been worriedover the deeth of Yousif ®lies, and having
been engaged by the court to complete the accounts of Bankrupt Co
of Dalton Vase, ani other domestic reasons, I asked Nr Soffair to
take over this Agency in his name free of charge and at that time
it did not ocecur to me to reatain at least some # df interest,

After 2 period of three years, due to acute market conditions
and due to untold misery and trouble caused by my brother-in-laws
for giving awesy the agency to Nr Soffair I was reluctantly com-
pelled to close down my business with complete loss of cepbtel, All

these troubles were caused to me due to weakness of my wife endy
brothers' influence over her,

To establish this Ageney, I have lost over three thousand Re, the
fbret 2 consigneents were simply distributed free for propagandas 4
purposes and in addition I hed spent large sums of moneys for newe
peper advertising and ell this money has been a waste and no gafn,

Ir Soffeir will definitely reslise that but. for me he would not
nave had this agency, 2 &nd but for my friendship with him, also he
would not have had it,

My approach to your beatitude is not a complaint, but I beg to
point out that this agency is paying a return like that of the 0il
and it is only feir that in view of the circumstances explainedlNr
Soffair should ennually pay me & bonus from the actual nett profits
of this Iraqi/Iranien Agency. I have myself not approached Mr Soffair
on this subject, this being & delicate subject I considered it most
wise Lo seek the present channel,

I» conclusion I must admit that when I wes in finsneial trouble :
meny times he and his son Elias have helpad me 1 I have no doubt
they will respond to this appeal of mine, « eking into 4

siderstion, the complete ruination | ¥ ny
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